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LETTER 
TO A 

FRIEND in the Country, 


OCCASIONED 


y the late NavarL ENGAGEMENT 
Y in the MEDITERRANEAN. 
0 


IN WHICH 


he Strength of their reſpective FLzzTs are fairly 
ſtated and compared ; the Deſigns of the French 


and Spaniards explained; and the Conſequences 
of that BATTLE ſet in their true Light. 


LOND ©O N: 


cnted for M. Coop ER, at the Globe in Pater- 
nofter-Row, 1744. 


— 
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FRIEND in the Country, &c. 


G p — p. . - _ 1 © 
Dn. * » % FR. f - * * A 


AM tiow about to fulfil the Pro- 
miſe I made you the Morning you 
left this Town, which was, that I 
would ſend you the firſt Account 
ould be publiſhed, by Authority, of the 


t 


late Engagement in the Mediterranean; and 
give you my Sentiments thereupon. It is cer- 
tainly a great Happineſs that we enjoy, in being 
allowed to ſpeak our Minds freely on __—_ 
B 0 


* 


L.£.1 


of ſuch importance, but this is the Reſult 6f 


our baving itherto preſerved our Conſtitution, 
which at the ſame time renders the Nation rich, 
and the Crown powerful. Whenever this Con- 
ſtitution is weakened, the Effects will appear in 
the Poverty of the People at Home, and the 
Government's loſing its Intereſt Abroad; and in 
ſuch Times, which God ſend we may never ſee, 
it will be dangerous to ſpeak or write, much 
more to print. 

But you ſee, by the Incloſed, that the preſent 
Adminiſtration inclines to give the People all 
the Lights they can; and for this Purpoſe have 
not only printed the very firſt Account they 
received, but printed it too the very Moment 
it came to hand. There is, indeed, one Cir- 
cumſtance, which is ſome what extraordinary, 
and it is this; That we had not Admiral Ma- 
thews's Letter, but the Subſtance of it only; 
which is contrary to the old Practice of giving 
Men's Thoughts in their own Words, eſpecially 
in Caſes of this Nature, where very great Streſs 
is uſually laid on the Authority of the Writer ; 
and tho” it may be, and, I believe, is true, that 
an Admiral is not always the happieſt Man at 
relating even his own Atchievements, yet of 
old it was thought better to let them ſuffer by 
his Pen, than reap any Advantage from the 
Art of another. | OE Todd 

I have by me a Collection of ſuch Letters and 
Accounts for an hundred Years paſt; in which I 
find nothing of this Kind, Ia the firſt Dutch 


War under the Parliament, I have General 


Blake 


* 


ES 3 
Blake and General Monck's Letter to the Lord 


General Cromwell, giving an Account, of the 


great Battle in 1653. I have likewiſe the Let- 
ters of Prince Rupert, and the Duke of Alhe- 
marle, in relation to the Battles fought by them, 
Admiral Ruſſell not only ſent an Account 
of the Battle at La Hogue, but alſo a ſecond 
and larger Account, written at the expreſs De- 


fire of the Earl of Nottingham, then Secretary 


of State; for the farther Satisfaction of the Na- 
tion. Sir George Rook's Account of the Battle 
of Malaga was printed in the Gazette, and 


immediately after came out two Pamphlets in 


2warto.; of which, to ſhew you the Freedom 
of thoſe Times, I will give you the Titles. 

The firſt was called, © Reflections on the 
Management of Sir George Rook, Knt. Vice- 
* Admiral of England, and Admiral, &c. in 
the late Fight in the Mediterranean. London, 
« for A. Baldwin. 1704. Quarto. p. 7.” 

The ſecond was ſtiled, A Review of the 
« late Engagement at Sea: Being a Collection 
of private Letters never before printed (one 
* of them from Sir Choudeſiy Shovell:) Con- 
«« taining the trueſt and moſt authentick Ac- 
© counts; with ſome Remarks on the Conduct 
* of our Admirals, particularly Sir G. R. Lon- 
« don ; for F. Nutt. 1704. Ryarto. p. 23. 


All Accounts of this Nature, be they in what 


Shape they will, are certainly intended for the 
Information of the People; and therefore I think 
we are at full Liberty to examine them freely, 


in order to come at as much Knowledge as can 
B 2 be 
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be drawn from them, With this View I ſhall 
in the firſt place ſtate the Force and the Deſign 
of the Spaniards and French in this Expedition; 
and next enquire how far they have been de- 
feated, or are like to be defeated by this En- 
gagement, and its Conſequences. This, I con- 
ceive, will give you the Satisfaction that you 
deſire; for a Victory does not conſiſt ſo much 
in burning, ſinking, and taking the Enemy's 
Ships, as in preventing the executing of their 
Deſigns, and executing our own ; and there- 
fore, if. this be done, we have no Reaſon to 
blame our Admiral, or to repine at Providence ; 
as if this be not done, in boaſting of Victory 
we only deceive ourſelves, 

The firſt Part of my Taſk will be eaſily exe- 
cuted ; for as the Spaniſh and French Fleets lay 
a long Time at Toulon, ſo we had very early 
Accounts of their Strength, which, as you, per- 
haps, may have forgot, or not have the Papers 
by you, I ſhall not think it any great Trouble 
to tranſcribe them. Thus they ſtand : 


A LIST of the SrANisH SQUADRON @f Toulon, 
' Ships, Commanders, Gun. Men, 
Le Royal inn Dan Navarro "61 
Don Þ | 


hilippe, Com. in Chief, 884 © 2900 
LElizabeth, D. Pectatheuie. 70 700 
L' Conſtant, De Tour F 70 bop 
L'Hercule, Coſme d'Alverez. 70 600 
L'Amerique, Franc, Petruchi. - 70 600 
Le St. Fernando, Le Chev. de la Vega, Go 500 
Le Pond Don Rrodiguez. 60 | 

| Ys This we deſtroyed, 500 
Le Retiro, Juan Souriana. 54 450 
Le Superbe, uan Valdez. "Wo 
Le Neptune, Henry Olivarez. bo 500 
L Orient, oach, de Villena. bo 500 
Le Xavier, . De Beaumont. 52 450 
Le Galga, T. Maldonado. 52 450 
La Colombe, Tho. de Marcgen. 54 450 
Le Berillant, Blaiſe de la Barrera, 60 500 
Le Faucon, Ant. Batuza. _56 _450 

1022 9050 

The FRENCH SQUADRON. 
Ships. Commanders, Guns, Men. 
Le Terrible, M. de Court, L. Cn. 74 600 
L'Eſperance, De Gabaret. 74 580 
Le. Duc. d' Orleans, D'Orvez. 74 380 
L' Ferme De Sergne. 74 380 
Le St. Eſprit, Pe Pioſin. 74 580 
Le Boree, De Marqueſe. 64 300 
De Trident, De Caylus. 64 500 
Le Solide, Chateauneuf. 64 500 
Le Leopard, Le Gallifet. = 500 
Le Serieux, De Chaylus. 64 500 
L'Eole, De Gravier. 64 500 
Le Toulouſe, d' Aſtour. bo 480 
Le Tyere, De Saurin. 56 400 
Alcion, De Lauce. 56 400 
Diamant, De Maſiae. 50 360 
L' Aguilon, De Vaudrevil. 50 360 
Le Zephire, De Glauderez, 30 260 
LAtalante, de la Clue. 30 260 
Le Volage, De Beaufremont. 26 200 
Le Flore, De Beaurepair. 20 160 
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Me are to abate; - ire: the four laſt Shipg 
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in the Spani/b Liſt, which were left at Toulon for 
want of Men, or rather to afford an Opportu- 
5] of better matining the reſt of the Fleet. 
T e Combin'd Squadrons had been a long time 
which was perfectly well known; and it was 
likewiſe underſtood, that it was the laſt Effort 
of the two Crowns with reſpect to the fixing 
the Infant Don Philip in Italy, and conſequently 
if it could be defeated, an End muſt be thereby 
put to their Alliance. ; 


In order to underſtand this perfectly, upon 
which depends the forming a right Judgment of 


preparing for this Expedition, the Defign of 


what has paſſed in the Mediterranean, it is ne- 


ceſſary to obſerve, that the ſettling Don Philip 
in Taly is a Project of the e of Spain, in 
which ſhe is ſupported by France from various 
Motives. ½, From a Family of France. 24ly, 
From a Motive of public Policy to diminiſh t 
Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, at whoſe Ex- 
* this Settlement muſt be made; and 349), 

rom a Proſpect of private Intereſt, which has 
always very great Weight in French Councils, 
becauſe by the laſt private Treaty between the 
two Crowns, it is ſtipulated, That France ſhall 
receive an Equivalent from Spain for any Ex- 
pence ſhe may be at, or Hazard ſhe may run, in 
ſupporting the Pretenſions of Don Philip; and 
this laſt Motive ſeems to have been that which 
prevailed upon her to conſent to the Junction 
of the Squadrons, and to'their venturing a Bat- 
tle with the Britiſb Fleet. 

MD We 


| Ee 
J 
We are next to examine the Method the 


French and Spaniards were, to make ule of in 
order to bring about their Deſign, which was 
to tranſport a Body of Horſe and Foot from 
Antibes into ITaly. This, if you caſt your Eyes 
upon the Map, will appear to be a very eaſy 
Undertaking, there being but a very ſmall Arm 
of the Sea which ſeparates this Part of. France 
from the County of Nice, which belongs to the 
King of Sardinia ;. but then our Fleet lying be- 
fore the Harbour of Toulon, made us apparently 
Maſters of the Sea, and our having at the ſame 
Time ſeveral Men of War cruiſing before Villa 
Franca rendered ſuch an Embar kation abſolute- 
ly impoſſible,” To free themſelves from theſe 
Difficulties, the Combined Squadrons. found it 
neceſſary to hazard a Battle in hopes of forcing 
our Fleet from their Station at the Iſlands. of 
Hieres; which, if it could be once done, they 
imagined the ſmall Ships cruiſing on the Coaſt 
of Nice, would either be obliged to follow the 
Grand Fleet, or be of too ſmall Force to hin- 
der their Embarkation at Antibes, And thus, 
I think, I have ſufficiently explained what I 
firſt undertook to make out, viz. the Force 
and the Deſign of the Combined Squadrons, in 
this Expedition. 


Let us now take a View of the Force of the 
Britiſh Fleet under the Command of Admiral 
Matthews, the Advantages of his Situation at 
the Iſlands of Hieres, and the Meaſures neceſ- 
ſary to be made uſe of for defeating the Deſigns 


of the Enemy; ſince, if this could haye been 


dane, 
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done, it would have been to all Intents and 
Purpoſes a Victory, ſuch a Victory, as muſt 
have ſecured our good Ally, the King of Sar- 
dinia, from any Apprehenſion of ſeeing a fo- 
reign Army debarked upon his Coaſts, and his 


Forces thereby put between two Fires, at the 


ſame Time that it demonſtrated the Weakneſs 
of the two Crowns, whoſe laſt and utmoſt Ef- 
fort this was, and thereby our Superiority at 
Sea. Did we ever fight in a Cauſe of Pha 
Importance? 

As to the firſt Point, the Force of the Britiſh 
Squadron, I can only give you ſuch a Lift as 
has been publiſhed in the foreign Papers ; fince 


the Engagement, we having had no Account, 


that I know of, publiſhed at Home. This 
Account, however, ſeems to be exact enough 
to ſerve our e and ſtands thus: 


LIST of the Engliſh Fleet. 
Ships. , Gur: rf 1. Ms, 
1 of 770 
I 765 
2 750 
7 600 
10 480 
3 499 
9 30⁰ 
4 250 
I 150 
wy . 
43 | _ 2560 17735 
Beſides two Fire-Ships and three 3 carrying 
_— them 38 Canons and 315 Men 


" "nl 


19 1 


It appears clearly from the View of this Lift 
that the Engli/h Fleet was full as ſtrong as the 
Combined Squadrons, in reſpect to Number of 
Men, and much ſuperior to them in the Num- 
ber of Canon, and in Weight of Mettle ; ſince, 
except the Spamſh Admiral, there was not an 
eighty Gun Ship in their Fleet; whereas we 
had eleven of that Size, and thirty-three of the 
Line againſt twenty-eight of theirs, Spaniards 
and French, We had therefore all the Reaſon 
in the World to ct that, in caſe of a Battle, 
we ſhould have been able cither to have de- 
ſtroyed the Spaniſh Fleet, or to have forced the 
Combined Squadrons back into the Harbour of 
Toulon, which was what we ought to have 
aimed at; ſince following, or, if you will, pur- 
ſuing them to the Coaſts of Spain ſeems. to 
have been none of our Buſineſs, tho' it was 
aparently theirs, to draw us that Way, fince 
every League we failed Weſtward: removed us 
ſo much the farther from our proper Station, 
and left them ſo much the more at Liberty to 
purſue and perfect their Embarkation, or to 
change that for a better Plan, if ſuch a one 
could be found : And this being premiſed, we 
will now proceed to the Conſideration of this 
Account of the late Engagement, and its Con- 
ſequences, 

The firſt Thing worthy of Notice in this 
Account is, that the Combined Fleet purſued 
exactly the Courſe that I have mentioned, and 

C endea- 
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endeavoured, as Admical Matthews obſcrves 
to draw him down the Streigbis, which when 
he perceived, and that M. De Court avoided an 
Engagement, hie reſolyed to attack the Spa- 
niards, defigning, no doubt, in caſe he had 
been able to deſtroy them, to have returned 
immediately to his former Station. It does 
not appear from this Account, of what Force 
Admiral Matthews and Rear Admiral Rowley's 
Diviſions were; but if the Accounts we for- 
merly received from Turin were juſt, we may 
then gueſs at their Force ; for if Vice-Admiral 
Leſtoc had under him ſeventeen Sail, as the 
laſt mentioned Account ſays he had, then Ad- 
miral Matthews and Rear Admiral Rowley muff 
have had about twenty-ſix Men of War and 
Frigates in their Diviſions. This indeed was a 
Force inferior to the Combined Fleet, but at 
the fame time much ſuperior to the Spaniards, 
who bore the Brunt of the Engagement ; and 
if Vice Admiral Leſtock had come up with luis 
Diviſion, it is not eaſy to conceive how any, 
either of the Spaniſh or of the French Fleet, 
could have eſcaped. 
The next Thing that ſtrikes us, is the Con- 
duct of Vice Admiral Leftack, of which how- 
ever we can pronounce nothing from this Ac- 
count, but that it was very odd, fince it is 
faid that he brought to, ſo far to Windward, 
that when it was dawning the next Day, and 
the A Admiral had made Sail and the Signal for 
the 


1 


the Line of Battle a- breaſt, the Vice Admital 


was full five Miles a- ſtern of him: But whe- 
ther this was in Conſequence of any previous 


Orders, does not at all appear. The Turin 


Account however helps us out a little, for it 
ſays, that if Admiral Leſtoc could have come 
up, the Victory muſt have been compleat ; 
which ſeems to imply that he could not come 
up: And ſome Advices from Turin ſay, that 
the Vice-Admiral had Orders to attack the 
French Fleet in the Rear, which was the Rea- 
ſon that he lay ſo far to Windward as not to 
be able to come up afterwards. But all is ren- 
dered dark again by a Stroke in the Account, 
by Authority, which fays, that towards the 
Cloſe of the Engagement the Admiral fought 
at leſs than Muſket-ſhot, four Ships, which 


1 had paſſed by Mr. Lefock ; and one would 


imagine the ſame Wind that brought up them; 
would have brought him alſo. On the whole, 
this Aﬀair is gither uninteligible, or we muſt 
be induced to think; what is not ſo proper for us 
to ſpeak, and which, I hope, will never be 
found true. 

We come now to the great Point of all, 
which is the Iſſue of this Engagement, which 
certainly is to the Diſadvantage of the Spa- 
niards, the Diſhonour of the French, and not 
much to the Benefit of the En 22 For it 
appears clearly, that when the ARair was over, 
Admiral Matthews found himſelf quite out of 
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his Way, and therefore labdured for ſeveral 4 
Days againſt contrary Winds and Storms to 


get back to the Bay of Hieres, which however 
he found imptacticable, and therefore was obli- 
ged to put into Port Mahon, in the Iſland of 
Minorca, from whence this Account was ſent 
on the Eleventh of March, N.S. and at the 
Cloſe of it the Admiral ſays, that he propoſed 
to get again out to Sea the firſt Moment that 
the neceſſary Reparations could be made of 
the Damages ſuſtained by ſeveral of his Ships, 
as well in the Engagement with the French 
and Spaniſh Fleets, as in the conſtant Storms 
and foul Weather he had fince met with. 
This therefore appears to be a Work of Time, 
and therefore abſolutely contradicts the Ac- 
counts received-by the laſt Mail, as if our Fleet 
or any Part of it were already got back again 
to their old Poſt at the Iſland of Hieres; where 
indeed we ought to wiſh them, and where, if 


they were at this Juncture, wy muſt neceſſa- 


rily diſappoint the Spaniſli and French Defigns, 
and ſecure the King of Sardinia's Dominions 
effectually; which, conſidering the State of Af- 
fairs at preſent in Jtaly, would probably put an 
End to the War in that Country. 

But by far the darkeſt Circumſtance of all, 
is Vice-Admiral Leftock's retiring to and remain- 
ing in Port-Mabon, tho' it is certain that none 
of his Ships ſtood in any need of being repair- 
ed; and if he with ſeventeen Sail of the Line, 

which 


1 


which Squadron alone was ſtronger than that 
of M. de Court, had returned to the Iſland of 
Hieres, the whole Scheme of the Combined 
Powers had been unravelled, and they muſt 
have abandoned their Ealian Project at once. 

As it is, we are obliged to confeſs that the 
French Commander did not leave the Spaniards 
abſolutely in the Lurch, or avoid fo much as 
firing a Cannon, Our Admiral allows that there 
was warm Work for about two or three Glaf- 
ſes, and then the French bore away, in which 
to be ſure they were in the right, fince fighting 
was not their Bufineſs. They had undertaken 
to bring the Spaniſh Squadron out, and to con- 
vey it ſafely into ſome of the Ports of that 
Kingdom, which it is very evident they have 
done. And perhaps when M. de Court ſhall 
have ſeen this Squadron ſafe into the Port of 
Cadiz, he will go in queſt of the Galleons, 
which are ſaid to be at Sea under an Eſcort of 
thirteen Ships of the Line, commanded by Ad- 
miral de la Torres; and if M. de Court is fortu- 
nate enough to conduct theſe hkewile ſafely into 
Cadiz, I believe that the Saniſh Court will be 
ſatisfied with his Conduct, and forget any paſt 
Miftakes | 

This, Sir, is the true State of the Caſe thus 
far, and I leave you to judge whether the Loſs 


of a ſingle Ship, which is all that the Spaniards 
have ſuſtained, be not a reaſonable. Price for the 


Advantage they have gained, by getting the reſt 
of 


[ 14 1 
of their Fleet once more into their own Pofts; 
and drawing our Fleet from the Ifland of 
Hieres to the Harbour of Port- Mahon, front 
whence, as you ſee, they are to fail back to their 
former Station, when the neceſſary Repairs are 
performed, and when the Wind and Weather 
will permit. We may amuſe ourſelves, and 
perhaps endeavour to amuſe the World with 
different Notions of this Bufineſe, but the Truth 
of the Matter is what I have told you; and 
therefore if there has been any Miſconduct, any 
Overſight or Breach of Orders by which the 
Combin'd Squadrons, when in our Power, were 
ſuffered to eſcape, no doubt it ought, and I dare 
ſay it will be inquired into, ſince all the World 
muſt ſee that the Deſtruction of that Fleet muſt 
have produced a Peace with Spain, and that 
too upon our own Terms, which would have 
been of the greateſt Advantage to this Nation. 
In the. mean time I readily grant that, with 
reſpe& to Fighting, the Victory is on our Side, 
and that in Conſequence of it the Spaniard: 
have been obliged to leave the Eccleſiaſtical 
State, and to retire into the Territories of Na- 
ples. But whether this Retreat has been ſo pre- 
cipitate as our Accounts make it, I very much 
doubt, becauſe it ſeems to have been a Meaſure 
long before thought of by the Count de Gages, 
and for which he had made conſiderable Pre- 
parations, by ſending his heavy Baggage before 
him. If Prince Lobkowitz follows him with 
| | —— 
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the Auſtrian Army, a new. Scene muſt open, 


for the King of the Two Sicilies cannot then 
avoid taking Part in the War; and if he does, 
I preſume his Forces, joined to thoſe the Count 
de Cages has ſtill left, will be able to keep the 
Field till ſomething deciſive happens on the Side 
of Nice and Villa Francha, in which Caſe Mat- 
ters will be for ſome Time in their old State. 
But if, on the other band, Prince Lobhowrtz: 
ſhould march to the Aſſiſtance of the King of 
Sardinia, or be obliged to detach a conſiderable 
Body of his Forces for that Service, I make no 
doubt but we ſhall ſoon fee the Count de Gages 
return to his old Quarters, as he did after the 
Battle of Panaro, and then we ſhall be juſt 
where we were. | 1 
As to the main Buſineſs, the preventing the 
Embarkation at Antibes, that I venture to ſay 
is in a doubtful Situation ſtill, We are indeed 
told, in ſome of the public Papers, that the En- 


gliſh Men of War are cruiſing again upon the 


Coaſt of Provence; but I have ſhewn you be- 
fore, from this Account by Authorny, that the 
Fact is falſe, and that there are no Ships there but 
what were left by Admiral Matthews when he 
filed laſt for the Iſland of Hieres, and which, as 
I conceive, conſiſt of two Men of War and four 
Frigates. Theſe, indeed, are ſufficient to de- 
feat an Embarkation without an Eſcort, but 
perhaps this is not the Caſe, We know, in the 
firſt Place, that there are actually now in Toulon 


four 
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four Spaniſb Ships of the Line of Battle, which 
were left behind, and is it impoſſible for the 
French to Man them ? It is alſo certain, that, 
according to the laſt Account from thoſe Parts, 
the French not only retain that large Number 
of Tranſports which they have already taken 
up, but are daily taking up more, are equipping 
ſeveral Gallies at Marſeilles, and are aQually 
about to launch two new Men of War at Tou- 
hon, from all which we may naturally conclude, 
that they have not yet abandoned all Thoughts 
of an Embarkation, but quite the contrary. 
Now upon this the whole Affair turns; that 
is to ſay, if they are able to embark their Troops 
and land them in Tah, then, tho' the Com- 
bin'd Squadrons are beaten, they have carried 
their Point. Whereas, if our Ships return Time 
enough to prevent this Embarkation, this will 
be a much greater Victory than that already 
obtained over the Combin'd Fleet. Upon this, 
therefore, let us fix our Eyes, for upon this the 
Fate of Italy, I was going to ſay the Fate of 
Europe, depends. If the Combin'd Armies can 
either find a Paſſage by Sea, or force the In- 
trenchments on the Var, and thereby gain an 
Entrance in Piedmont by Land, the whole Face 
of Affairs will be changed, Count de Gages will 
return with his Army into the Ecclefiaſtical 
State, and the Whole muſt perhaps be hazarded 
on a Battle, which, whatever we may think of 
it, is a very great Hazard, and no body __ 
wer 
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ſwer for the Event. On the other ſide, if the 
French ſhould fail in theſe, as they have often 
done in other Attempts, to enter the King of 
Sardinia's Dominions, all is over on that Side, 
and the ambitious, the obſtinate Queen of Spain 
mult give up her Views in favour of her younger 
Son, to preſerve what her elder Son is poſſelfed 
of, and the Expectations of Don Philip muſt 
be ſacrificed to the Security of Don Carlos. In 
this Cate we ſhall be able to make a good Peace 
to ſecure the Ballance of Power in Italy, and 
have a better Opportunity than we ever yet had, 

of bringing France to lie at our Mercy. 

You, fee, Sir, of what Importance the Affairs 
in Traly and in the Mediterranean are to us, 
and to all Europe, at this Juncture; and how 
much depends on the Skill, the Courage, and 
the Integrity of our Engliſh Admirals, The 
leaſt Slip in any of theſe would ruin all, and 
therefore you need aot wonder at the Anxiety 
we are in about them. The Honour of our 
Country, the Intereſt of our Allics, nay, and 
the well-being of this Nation are all at Stake, 
and at * on this ſingle Card; Can you 
blame us then for being ke Ih about it? You 
would much leſs blame us if you were here in 
Town and heard the odd Stories that are whiſ- 
pered about, and which, inſtead of being 
ſilenced, arethought to be countenanced by the 
encloſed Account by Authority. Vet if any 
ſhould write you theſe N and Suſpicions, 

ler 
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let me beſeech you not to give them Credit; 
our Situation may juſtify Apptehenſions, but 
not ſuch haſty Concluſions. God forbid that 
the Honour of any Engliſbman ſhould ſuffer by 
Inuendo's. 

While I am yet writing, we have the impor- 
tant News that France has declared War, and 
pretends to have Reaſon for ſo doing ; talks of 
the Injuries ſhe has ſuſtained, the Inſults ſhe 
has endured, and boaſts of her Patience and 
Moderation, I muſt confeſs I know not what 
to think of this Meaſure. If it was reſolved up- 
on before the Battle at Sea : I cannot believe 
that M. De Court miſbehaved himſelf in the 
Manner we have been told he did, becauſe in 
ſo doing, he would have facrificed the French 
as well as the Spaniſh Intereſt. Upon this 


Head I muſt tell you what we learn, by fome 


Accounts from Paris; which is, that when the 
Spaniſh Miniſter there demanded a Sight of M. 
De Court's Inſtruction, they were ſent him, and 
M. Amelot declared to him from the King, that 
if he had not purſued them, he ſhould be pu- | 
niſhed. Take it now the other Way, and ſup- 
poſe the Reſolution of declaring War was taken | 
after the Battle; and in Truth this is ſo much 
the more probable, as the Declaration bears | 
Date the very Day after the Miniſtry had re- 
ceived M. De Court's Relation, atteſted by all 
the Flagg Officers that ſerved under him. 
This, I think, does not at all lefſen his Cha- 
| racter, 
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racter, or ſuggeſt any Reaſon for us to believe 
that the French and Spaniard have loſt all 
Hopes of Tranſporting their Forces to Italy ; 
but rather the contrary. 

The common Opinion here indeed is, that 
the French have been forced upon it, in order 
to ſatisfy Spain: But was there ever an In- 
ſtance that France has ſacrificed herſelf to ſa- 
tisfy an Ally? Or can we believe, that in the 
Space of a few Weeks ſhe would refuſe to 
hazard her Fleet in a Cauſe for which ſhe 
now hazards her whole Force? For my part, 
I cannot conceive this, and therefore, tho' I 
am of Opinion that the final Reſolution of 
declaring War was not taken till after the Bat- 
tle ; yet I am perſwaded that the French Mini- 
ſtry were long ago determined to take this 
Step; whence it became neceſſary, and I be- 
lieve every reaſonable Man muſt think ſo, 
who conſiders their Tranſactions of late: So 
that upon the whole, we mult either impute 
this bold Step of declaring War to their hav- 
ing great Hopes, and being in high Spirits, or 
to their having loſt all Hopes, and being abſo- 
lutely deſperate. 

I could wiſh that the latter were the Caſe ; 
but at the ſame time, I muſt confeſs that I 
think nothing could be more dangerous for 
us than to take this for granted. It is always 
right Policy to believe our Enemies ſtronger 
than they are, rather than weaker, that we 
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may the better guard againſt them. We have 
now a great Taſk upon our Hands. From 
being Yeſterday Auxiliaries only, we are To- 
day become. Principals in a War againſt the 
two Crowns that maintained the laſt General 
War againſt all Europe, It is certain that this 
calls for great Care and great Circumſpection. 
It is too late now to think how it might have 
been avoided, . our preſent Buſineſs is to provide 
for it, and that in ſuch a manner, that when- 
ever Peace 1s made, it may conduce equally to 
our Safety and our Reputation. This, Sir, muſt 
depend entirely upon our Unanimity, and that 
I conceive muſt depend in a great Meaſure upon 
a Change in our Manners, 1 mean by reviving 
our old OEconomy and Juſtice. We muſt 
now run into no Expence that is not abfolutely 
neceſſary; Merit, not Favour, muſt point out our 
Commanders; in ſhort, we can no longer afford 
to pay extravagantly for Service, or, while we 
pay moderately, diſpenſe with being ill ſerved. 

hen we were under ſome Apprehenſions 
lately of an Invaſion, there appeared a remark- 
able Spirit of diſintereſted Loyalty, which ren- 
dered it evident, that the preceeding Diſputes, 
within-doors and without, were not the Effects 
either of Party Warmth, or of Want of Duty 
to the Crown, but flowed apparently from' the 
ame Source of publick Spirit; whence that 
Firmneſs and Reſolution were derived that fill- 
ed us at Home with Courage, and ſtruck with 
Terror 
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Terror our foreign Enemies. Such a Spirit is 
not to be limited or confined within: Terms 
preſcribed ; and therefore there can be no 
more unjuſt,” and at the ſame time more inju- 
dicious than to applaud it in one — 28 | 

in another to condemn it. | 

If it is expected that a Nation odd be 
ready to raiſe Money, take up Arms, and do 
whatever elſe is neceflary for the Maintenance 
and Support of a — wich Zeal and 
Alacrity, it ought alſo to be expected that ſuch 
a Nation ſhould diſcover a like Earneſtneſs and 
an equal Degree of Warmth, when the Man- 
ner of diſpoſing that M oney falls under their 
Confideration. It is not to be believed that 
the ſame Man will be chearful in giving, and 
indolent in other Reſpects. If therefore they 
are either convinced, or ſo much as ſuſpect that 
Part of the Sums they give are miſapplied, or 
that Perſons who are employed in their Service 
fail of performing their Duty, they will natu- 
rally diſcover as briſk an Inclination to obtain 
Juſtice in either of theſe Caſes, as they did 
Chearfulneſs in contributing out of their private 
Fortunes to what the Exigencies of — 
Service required. 

Vou will therefore, Dear Sir, have a right 
Notion of the Conduct of thoſe worthy Men 
who wiſh the Government and the Nation beſt, 
if you conceive that Loyalty is not at all better | 
expreſſed in Addrefles or Votes of Credit to the 

Crown, 


SE 


Crown, than in ſetting on foot Inquiries and 
Examinations into the Diſpoſition of publick 
Money; and the Performance of publick Ser- 
vice, when Concern for the Nation, make. 


ſuch Things neceſſary, In the mean time, I 


ſoon to write you Word, that the Britiſb 
Fleet is again before Toulon, the Spaniſh Em- 
barkation defeated, and the French Schemes in 
all Quarters abſolutely broken and deſtroyed ; 
which would giye the utmoſt Pleaſure to, 


- SIR, 


Nour fincere Friend, and 


Obedient humble Servant. 
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